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Welcome to Mon Ami Andy 

 Welcome to Mon Ami Andy. Understanding how Visas and then Carte de Séjours work is 

complex and can be extremely frustrating. However, this guide will help you to get your head 

around the sometimes complicated aspects of getting, using and renewing your visa/carte de 

séjour. Here you will find an overview of the various visa and carte de séjour options, your 

dossier requirements, and FAQ’s that are more frequent then you would believe. 

Remember, this process isn’t easy but your end result it living it up in France. Don’t give up, keep 

calm and carry on. Ask us for help if you need it, and good luck! 

What to Expect 

In this guide you will learn: 

• About how the process works in general; 
• Living in France, but not working or studying; 
• Carte de Séjour Salarié, France (working as an employee in France); 
• Carte de Séjour Salarié, Monaco (working as an employee in Monaco); 
• Compétences et Talents (if you are an artist or a professional and want to start a business); 
• Carte de Séjour Etudiant (studying in France); 
• Carte de Séjour Famille d’un Ressortissant European (if you are married to a European or have a  
    European parent); 
• Carte de Séjour conjoint d’un Français(e) (if you are married to a French National); 
• Our list of Top Tips. 
 

If you find that you would like a little more help 

If,  at any time,  you feel like you have questions that need answers to,  or you need help with your 

dossier, do not hesitate to contact us at help@monamiandy.com or +33 4 83 50 84 78. We also offer 

a wide range of packages and à la carte services for people looking for visas/cartes de séjours and 

can accompany you from your arrival in France, your meetings at the prefecture, and even your 

renewals. 

• We can review and make sure your dossier is in order, 
• We can go to the prefecture with you to translate/facilitate the process, 
• We can help you renew your carte de séjour by reviewing your dossier and even accompanying you 
to the prefecture. 
 

To get a quote, or to have us tailor make a package for you, do not hesitate to contact us. After all, 

we’re here to help!! 
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1.0 Understanding what it all means and how it all works 

Your Carte de Séjour is the resident’s permit that entitles you to live, study and/or work in France. It 

is an actual card that will have your picture on it as well as your date of entry into France and the 

card’s expiration date. It will have your French address on it and is to be used as your official ID in 

France. You can even travel within France just with the card. 

 

 

Before you can get your Carte de Séjour, you have to get the appropriate and corresponding visa 

from the French consulate nearest to your home. It is important to note that no matter what anyone 

tells you, you will never be able to apply for a carte de séjour while in France. You will always have 

to go home and apply through the consulate first. Think of it as a two step process; step one - visa 

from consulate, step two- carte de séjour from prefecture. 

Once your visa is approved and you get to France, you generally have to apply for your residents 

permit straight away. NEW: For all types of visas issued (except spouse of a European national), you 

will not get a carte de séjour for your first year, you will get a sticker in your passport that acts as 

your residents permit. This will be given to you by the OFII (Office of French Immigration and 

Integration). More details are explained in the sections that follow. 

Usually, if you renew your residents permit after your first year, you will have to do so at the local 

prefecture and then you will get the coveted ‘carte de séjour’. 

 

Top Tip: Never, ever, use staples! For some reason it drives every worker at the prefecture crazy! 

 

 

*Can’t be used as your actual carte de séjour, no matter how frustrated you get 
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2.0 Living in France - Not Working, Studying, or Running a Business 

 
If you dream of living in France but are self-sufficient, independently wealthy, fancy taking a 
sabbatical or have an employer who is ok with you living across the pond, a general Long Stay Visa 
acquired from your local French consulate may be just for you. It is valid for one year and renewable 
in France at the local prefecture. 
 
To be clear, this type of visa does not allow you to work as an employee of a French company, nor 
does it allow you to start a business in France. It does not give you access to French health care, 
social security, benefits, but does not require you to pay French taxes.  Finally, this visa cannot be 
changed once in France to give you the privilege to work/study/start a business, you would have to 
return to your home country to apply for one of the visas listed below. 
 

2.1 Procedure 
 
Basically, the main thing in getting granted this visa is proving that you have the means to support 
yourself while in France. Also, you will need a place to live upon your arrival in France, this could be 
at a friend’s or relative’s house, in a holiday apartment, or in a property that you rent or own already. 
 
Once you have all of the documents together you must go online to find the French consulate 
nearest to where you live. After booking an appointment with them for your long term visa, expect a 
general delay of around one month (average delays will vary), before your meeting. At your meeting, 
have the entire following documents ready, in originals (one pile) and photocopies (another pile). 
 
-Your Long Stay Visa Application Form (downloadable from the consulate website); 
-Residence form (top part only filled out) from the OFII, also available on the consulate website (if 
not let us know and we’ll email you one); 
-3 ID photos (format is written on the long stay visa application form); 
-Your passport, a photocopy of your identity page; 
-Letter promising not to engage in any employment in France in English (certified by a notary public); 
-Letter promising not to engage in any employment in France translated and certified by an 
accredited translator; 
-Letter of occupation in the US - This should state your employer, job description and annual earnings 
-Proof of means of income (bank statement, letter from your bank etc); 
-Proof of medical insurance; 
-Plane ticket with date of departure, a return ticket is not necessary for a long stay visa; 
-Proof of accommodation in France (title deeds, lease or rental agreement) ; 
-Self addressed stamped envelope. 
 
Other documents: Here is a list of other documents that aren’t always requested by the consulate on 
their website, but in our experience, they’ll ask for during your appointment. If you are able, take 
them with you in case as it’s better to be safe than sorry, or in this case, better to have too much 
then too little. 
 
-Your long form birth certificate. This will have both of your parent’s names on it and can generally 
be requested by your local birth certificate issuing authority.  
-Your long form birth certificate translated into French by an accredited translator (though it seems 
like a pain, your will definitely need this document upon your arrival in France in order to get your 
residence permit). 
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-Photocopy of all visa pages with stamps (this isn’t always asked for but in the effort to be safe rather 
than sorry we suggest taking these copies anyway, just in case). 
-Last tax return  
-Criminal background check 
 

2.2 Once you’ve arrived in France 
 
Once you’ve arrived in France, you must apply straight away for your French residence permit.  
 
First you have to complete the form titled "Demande d'attestation OFII" that you were given with 
your visa, by filling in your date of arrival in France, address, telephone number(s) and the full 
number of your French visa, so that the "OFII" may contact you for a medical examination and/or an 
introductory meeting (Visite d'accueil),and/or for the validation of your visa. Then you must send this 
form by post, as soon as you arrive in France, to the relevant office  « Direction Territoriale de 
l'Office Français de l'Immigration et de l'Intégration (OFII)" in your area of residence in France. 
 
Be sure when sending the « attestation OFII » that you also send photocopies of your passport, the 
page where your passport was stamped upon entry, your visa. Don’t panic if you don’t recieve an 
actual stamp coming into France if you have transited though another country such as the UK or 
Germany, that stamp will count as your entry into France. 
 
The OFII will then either phone or mail you a letter with the details of your first meeting with them in 
France. There they will book you in for a medical check and mandatory “life in France” meetings. 
Sometimes, they will assess your level of French and sign you up for a mandatory amount of French 
lessons (always free, generally to work around your schedule). The certificate of completion of the 
medical check, life in France meeting and eventually your French lessons (if required), will be not 
only essential to getting your first permit, but in the event that you decide you would like to stay 
longer than a year and plan on renewing your permit. 
 
To this meeting you must bring all of the following:  
-The letter you received from them indicating time and date of your OFII meeting; 
-All of the document that you took with you to the consulate originally (including your translated 
long form birth certificate); 
-2 proofs of address in France (electricity bill, rental agreement, phone bill, internet bill); 
-Your passport 
-1 ID photo (taken in France, subject to French norms) 
-Timbre Fiscal OFII, (the amount changes all of the time, if it is not written on your letter, let us know 
and we’ll tell you what to buy). The timbre fiscal is something that looks like a postage stamp but is 
worth money. It can be purchased at most Tabacs and Tresor Publiques. 
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3.0 Working Visa France - Employer Sponsorship 
 
You’re probably aware by now that getting a working visa in France isn’t easy. However, there are 
some processes which are easier than others. If you are a qualified employee and find an employer 
to sponsor you, the process can be somewhat lengthy but approved in most cases. 
 

3.1Procedure 
 
Once you have found a potential employer, there are various CERFA forms, letters and documents 
that they must submit to the Department de Travail in France. As this list is constantly changing and 
the official one online is incomplete and will cause delays, we encourage contacting us directly if you 
plan on applying for this type of visa. We can work together with your employer to ensure that your 
visa request is successful. 
 
One of the benefits to this visa is if you fall under one of the following categories, your future 
employer does not need to prove that he or she exhausted an employment search in France (a 
process which will extent processing time of you visa by at least a month). 
 
- Cadre de l’audit et du contrôle comptable. (Auditors and Accountants) 
- Conduite d’équipement de fabrication de l’ameublement et du bois. (Driving of manufacturing 
equipment, specifically for furnishings and wood products) 
- Conception et dessin produits mécaniques. (Mechanical design and drafting) 
- Inspection de conformité. (Regulation inspection) 
- Dessin BTP. (Drawing and plans for building) 
- Marchandisage. (Merchandising) 
- Ingénieur production et exploitation des systèmes d’information. (Production engineer and IT 
Systems) 
- Conduite d’équipement de transformation du verre. (Machinery specialist in glass processing 
equipment) 
- Téléconseil et télévente. (E-Commerce and E-Sales consultant) 
- Pilotage d’unité élémentaire de production mécanique. (Specialist in Mechanical production) 
- Conception et dessin de produits électriques et électroniques.(Electronic products conception and 
design) 
- Intervention technique en méthodes et industrialisation.(Skills in methods and techinques of 
industrialisiation implementation) 
- Conduite d’équipement de production chimique et pharmaceutique.(Operation of Equipment in 
chemical or pharmaceutical production) 
- Intervention technique en ameublement et bois.(Technical support in furnishings and wood product 
development) 
 

3.2 Documents that you will need to provide 
 
-Passport  
-Criminal Record Check 
-Birth certificate (long form, translated into French) 
-CV in French 
-Any university diplomas translated into French 
-A cover letter 
-A Visa long form (as specified by the French consulate nearest to you in your home country). 
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Once approved by the Department de Travail, the government will send your dossier to the OFII 
which is the French agency that deals specifically with professional immigration. The OFII will then 
send the dossier to the consulate closest to where you reside in your home country. The consul will 
then contact you directly to pick up your visa. We suggest bringing a photocopy of the entire dossier 
submitted initially to the department de travail to this meeting. 
 

3.3 Once you have your visa, returning to France 
 
Once you’ve arrived in France, you must apply straight away for your French residence permit.  
 
First you have to complete the form titled "Demande d'attestation OFII" that you were given with 
your visa, by filling in your date of arrival in France, address, telephone number(s) and the full 
number of your French visa, so that the "OFII" may contact you for a medical examination and/or an 
introductory meeting (Visite d'accueil),and/or for the validation of your visa. Then you must send this 
form by post, as soon as you arrive in France, to the relevant office  « Direction Territoriale de 
l'Office Français de l'Immigration et de l'Intégration (OFII)" in your area of residence in France. 
 
Be sure when sending the « attestation OFII » that you also send photocopies of your passport, the 
page where your passport was stamped upon entry, your visa. Don’t panic if you don’t recieve an 
actual stamp coming into France if you have transited though another country such as the UK or 
Germany, that stamp will count as your entry into France. 
 
The OFII will then either phone or mail you a letter with the details of your first meeting with them in 
France. There they will book you in for a medical check and mandatory “life in France” meetings. 
Sometimes, they will assess your level of French and sign you up for a mandatory amount of French 
lessons (always free, generally to work around your schedule). The certificate of completion of the 
medical check, life in France meeting and eventually your French lessons (if required), will be not 
only essential to getting your first permit, but in the event that you decide you would like to stay 
longer than a year and plan on renewing your permit. 
 
To this meeting you must bring all of the following:  
-The letter you received from them indicating time and date of your OFII meeting; 
-All of the document that you took with you to the consulate originally (including your translated 
long form birth certificate, work contract etc); 
-2 proofs of address in France (electricity bill, rental agreement, phone bill, internet bill); 
-Your passport 
-1 ID photo (taken in France, subject to French norms) 
-Timbre Fiscal OFII, (the amount changes all of the time, if it is not written on your letter, let us know 
and we’ll tell you what to buy). The timbre fiscal is something that looks like a postage stamp but is 
worth money. It can be purchased at most Tabacs and Tresor Publiques. 
 

3.4 FAQs 
 
How much does this work permit cost? You nothing. Your employer will have to pay between 700 and 
1600 euros, depending on your salary. 
 
How long will it last? This work permit is to be renewed every year for the first 5 years and every 10 
years thereafter. In theory if you are working in France, the permit will be renewed indefinitely. 
 
Can I change jobs? Absolutely, although we recommend staying with the initial company for at least 
the first year. 
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Are there any sneaky tricky I need to know? Your request will not be approved unless your employer 
says that you will earn over 2,200 euros per month. 
 
Any other formalities that I need to know about to get my permit renewed? As soon as you start 
working you need to get the ball rolling getting a Carte Vitale. Your permit will not be renewed 
without one. Also, you have to make sure that you file your income tax each year. Again, your permit 
will not be renewed without proof of this. 
 
Can MAA help? We can help from the very beginning when you find an employer to sponsor you until 
you get to France. Normally we charge between 700 and 1100 euros for this, depending on work 
required. Once you arrive back in France, we can help you arrange all of the on the ground services 
that you need such as making you your appointments, getting you your carte vitale, paying your 
taxes etc. These services are charged on an a la carte basis. Finally, we can help you to prepare your 
renewal dossier and accompany you to the prefecture de police to request it.  

 

3.5 Renewing your Titre de Séjour - Salarié 

In theory renewing your carte de séjour should be much easier then getting it in the first place. 

However, there are a few things that you need to know. Firstly, and depending on your region, you 

will have to go to the prefecture to ask for a renewal of your carte de séjour two months before, to 

the day, of your card expiring. For example: If your card expires on April 1, 2013 you must be at the 

prefecture on February 1, 2014 - no earlier and no later. Remember thought that this varies 

according the prefecture, so check first by phoning or visiting. Secondly, the list of things that you 

need to bring with you is very strict. You MUST have everything in originals and photocopy. However, 

do not panic if you haven’t one of the items on the list, generally the prefecture will give you a three 

month extension to give you time to go and get what you are missing.  

3.6 Renewal Pièces 

The first time you go to renew your Titre de Séjour you will have all of the documents from the OFII 

to show. Make sure you have an original and a photocopy of each document, in the following order: 

-Passport 
-Titre de Séjour to be renewed 
-Birth Certificate (the French translation that you used for the previous year will be fine) 
-Attestation des Droits from the CPAM 
-Carte Vitale (if you have one, if not, they will be fine with the Attestation des Droits) 
-Work Contract 
-Last 3 payslips 
-Avis d’Impot 
-Rental Contract 
-Last 3 Quittances de Loyers, from your landlord or estate agency 
-If you are living with someone who owns the apartment, you need: the contract still,  a photocopy 
of their passport and their most recent Tax Foncière Bill 
-Two different bills in your name, at least one must be a utility such as EDF or GDF. A secondary bill 
can be your mobile phone or internet bill)  
-Your Contrat d'Acceuil et d'Integration from the OFII (if first renewal) 
-Your three attestations from having taken the a) formation civique, b) informations sur la vie en 
France and c) formation linguistic (if first renewal). 
-1 stamped envelope with your address written on it 
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-3 ID photos 
-Timbre Fiscal for 85 Euros, these can be purchased sometimes from the prefecture, but generally 
you can get them from the Trésor Public. Double check the amount when you go in as it is always 
changing. If you say “Timbre OFII, renouvellement Titre de Séjour” they’ll generally know what you’re 
after. 
 

3.7 On the Day 
 
On the day that you are meant to go, make sure that you get there really early. I generally say that it 
is best to book the entire day off work as you never really know how long it will take. Bring 
everything above, well organized and a photocopy of each and you should be fine. Also, don’t forget 
to smile, as stressful as this can be, it really does help. 
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4.0 Working Visa - Monaco (non European) 

Note: In order to work in Monaco, you need to find an employer in Monaco first. The system is 
somewhat simpler than applying for a working visa in France, but it still entitles the holder to reside 
in France. 
 
Procedure: Once you have found a potential employer, they must sign a document stating that they 
would like to hire you and under what conditions such as salary, time scale etc… This document is 
generally a CDI contract, or at a very minimum a promesse d’embauche. 
 
Once approved you can start your application procedure in your home country. In most instances 
you will have to make a rendezvous in person to present the following documents: 
 

4.1 Forms found online: 
 
- 2 Long Stay Visa application forms duly completed, dated and signed 
- 3 passport size photographs, with 2 pasted on to the forms 
- 1 check-list duly completed 
 

4.2 Originals + 2 sets of copies of the following documents:  

 
-Valid passport  
- Police certificate(s) of country or countries of residence of more than one year over the last ten 
years: for Australia, a National Criminal History Record Check (less than three months old): standard 
disclosure - police name check - issued by the police authorities of your State or Territory. For any 
other countries in which you have stayed more than one year over the last ten years. In the event of 
impossibility of obtaining a police certificate in less than two months, applicants must submit 
evidence of application thereof accompanied by a statutory declaration relating to conviction status 
and an undertaking to provide the document when available. 
-Statutory declaration (both in French and English, and duly legalized by a Justice of the Peace) that 
you have never been bankrupt in Australia as well as any other country you might have been resident 
in for the last 10 years.  
- Your work contract endorsed by the Employment Department of the Principality or official 
authorization to create and run a business (if creating a business) 
- Proof of address in Monaco: property ownership documents, or copy of lease if renting, or 
Certificate of Board and Lodging (Attestation d’Accueil) issued by the “Sécurité Publique”. Or a copy 
of your potential lease agreement in France.  
-Travel itinerary. If you intend to stay 12 months or more, a single ticket will be sufficient. 
 

4.3 Other documents that the embassy doesn’t say you need but 
you most likely will: 
 
- Birth certificate translated into French. 
- CV in French. 
- Cover letter explaining why you want to work in Monaco and why you are qualified to do so. 
- Any university diplomas or degrees translated into French. 
 
 

http://www.ambafrance-au.org/IMG/pdf/Check_list.pdf
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5.0 Compétences et Talents Card - Non European 

The Compétances et Talents immigration scheme was created to help qualified professionals, artists, 

or specialists, help to contribute to the French system. This card will entitle you to live and work 

freely in France for 3 years, renewal on a case by case basis. 

You may be granted this card if you are likely to make a significant or lasting contribution, through 

your skills or talents, to France’s economic development or to its intellectual, scientific, cultural, 

humanitarian or athletic prestige, and directly or indirectly, to that of your own country. 

In essence, the onus on applying for this visa falls on the person wishing to immigrate. Future or 

potential employers can contribute to the application by providing a work contract, promesse 

d’embauche and a cerfa form. 

Because the nature of this visa is quite particular and evaluated on a case by case basis by your 

consular office in your place of residence, we encourage contacting us directly to help assess your 

case. 

5.1 What are the criteria? 

The criteria are defined by the Commission Nationale des Compétences et Talents, which meets in 
France at least twice a year. 

1) The applicant must submit a credible professional project meeting the criteria set forth by the 
National Commission.  
2) The applicant must supply proof that he/she is in every way capable of carrying out this project.  
3) The application will be accepted/rejected based on; 

 the project’s interest/quality 
 the applicant’s motivation/commitment 
 the applicant’s skills and qualifications  
 the means to carry out the project. 

5.2 Who might be eligible? 

1)  University graduates  
2) Qualified professionals with a minimum of 3 to 5 years of professional experience in the field they 
apply for the visa, regardless of their level of education  
3) Investors in an economic project (minimum investment of 300 000 Euros or proof of capacity to 
create a minimum of 2 sustainable jobs in France, the one of applicant or his family excluded)  
4) Independent professionals such as artists, authors, athletes, etc.  
5) Senior manager and high level executives employed by a French company. 

5.3 Exclusion & Specifications 

1) University graduates should be PhD. Lower graduates will be required to add proof of professional 
experience in the same field for a minimum of 1 to 3 years (the lower the degree, the longer 
professional experience expected)  



11 
 

2) Bachelors of Arts graduates can be excluded unless they have a minimum of 5 years of 
professional experience in the same field.  
3) Employees who qualify for the "Employee on assignment visa" (working in a company in the US 
that is sending them in France to work in the same group company, a subsidiary or the main 
company) will be denied.  
4) In general, applicants who also qualify for other purposes of stay (studies, language assistants…) 
and have specific visas for these purposes. 

5.4 Procedure 

After putting together the application package you must present it in person to your consular 

authority. The Diplomatic selection committee will meet anywhere from once a month to once a year 

depending on your consulate. They will make the decision and then you will be notified if you can 

pick up your authorization from the consulate. 

5.5 What will you need for your dossier 

- 2 long-stay visa applications  
- 5 standard-size photos 
- Valid passport with at least one page for a visa stamp + copy of main pages 
- Birth Certificate, long form, translated into French 
- Copy of your driver’s license or any other secondary piece of id that will have your address on it 
- A proof of your address 
- Original and copy of a utility bill no old than 3 months OR lease agreement OR deed of 
house/apartment (For bills, are accepted ONLY: water, electricity, resident phone, cable or rent slip. 
Other bills, for example cell phone, or insurance bills will be declined), showing the name and proving 
the address of the applicant and should match the official identification submitted Any other 
situation is subject to review by the immigration officer of the visa section and may not make you 
illegible for a visa application until met. 
-  For each applicant aged 18yo or more, a criminal record check  
- Detailed Resume 
- Detailed letter describing the professional project and specifying its interest for France and for the 
applicant’s country of origin 
- Any document confirming the applicant’s likelihood of completing the project, experience in the 
field, publications, exhibitions… 
- Proof that you will have the funding to cover your own stay in France as well as to support your 
project. (Reliable detailed business plans may be admitted but proof of significant funding to jump 
start the activity will be required) 
  
Depending on the type of project, other documents are necessary: 

5.6 To hold a salaried position: 

- Copy of highest-level diploma and job title  
- Local tax return  
- Letter from employer explaining the recruitment of the employee and specifying his/her duties;  
- Copy of employment contract, unless exception is granted  
- CERFA form (foreign employee authorization request – simplified contract). 

http://www.consulfrance-washington.org/IMG/pdf/Caracteristiques_photos_fr.pdf
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5.7 To exercise a commercial, industrial or artisanal profession: 

-The documents enumerated in points A-1 and B of article I of the attachment to the degree of 
September 12, 2007, concerning the documents to be produced for the issuance of a temporary 
residence card authorizing the exercise of a commercial, industrial or artisanal activity. Check out 
your consulate website for specifics. 

5.8 To exercise an independent profession (liberal professions, 
artists, writers, athletes, etc.) 

- Copy of highest-level diplomas and job titles  
- Local tax return  
- If necessary, documents establishing the applicant’s reputation. 

5.9 Once you have your visa, returning to France 
 
Once you’ve arrived in France, you must apply straight away for your French residence permit.  
 
First you have to complete the form titled "Demande d'attestation OFII" that you were given with 
your visa, by filling in your date of arrival in France, address, telephone number(s) and the full 
number of your French visa, so that the "OFII" may contact you for a medical examination and/or an 
introductory meeting (Visite d'accueil),and/or for the validation of your visa. Then you must send this 
form by post, as soon as you arrive in France, to the relevant office  « Direction Territoriale de 
l'Office Français de l'Immigration et de l'Intégration (OFII)" in your area of residence in France. 
 
Be sure when sending the « attestation OFII » that you also send photocopies of your passport, the 
page where your passport was stamped upon entry, your visa. Don’t panic if you don’t recieve an 
actual stamp coming into France if you have transited though another country such as the UK or 
Germany, that stamp will count as your entry into France. 
 
The OFII will then either phone or mail you a letter with the details of your first meeting with them in 
France. There they will book you in for a medical check and mandatory “life in France” meetings. 
Sometimes, they will assess your level of French and sign you up for a mandatory amount of French 
lessons (always free, generally to work around your schedule). The certificate of completion of the 
medical check, life in France meeting and eventually your French lessons (if required), will be not 
only essential to getting your first permit, but in the event that you decide you would like to stay 
longer than a year and plan on renewing your permit. 
 
To this meeting you must bring all of the following:  
-The letter you received from them indicating time and date of your OFII meeting; 
-All of the document that you took with you to the consulate originally (including your translated 
long form birth certificate); 
-2 proofs of address in France (electricity bill, rental agreement, phone bill, internet bill); 
-Your passport 
-1 ID photo (taken in France, subject to French norms) 
-Timbre Fiscal OFII, (the amount changes all of the time, if it is not written on your letter, let us know 
and we’ll tell you what to buy). The timbre fiscal is something that looks like a postage stamp but is 
worth money. It can be purchased at most Tabacs and Tresor Publiques. 
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5.10 FAQs 

 
How much does this work permit cost? 99 Euros, payable at the consulate when you submit your 
application. 
 
Any other formalities that I need to know about to get my permit renewed? As soon as you start 
working you need to get the ball rolling getting a Carte Vitale. Your permit will not be renewed 
without one. Also, you have to make sure that you file your income tax each year. Again, your permit 
will not be renewed without proof of this. 
 
Can MAA help? We can help from the very beginning when you decide you want to apply for the 
Compétences  et Talents card until you get to France. Normally we charge between 700 and 1100 
euros for this, depending on work required. Once you arrive back in France, we can help you arrange 
all of the on the ground services that you need such as making you your appointments, getting you 
your carte vitale, paying your taxes etc. These services are charged on an a la carte basis. Finally, we 
can help you to prepare your renewal dossier and accompany you to the prefecture de police to 
request it.  
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6.0  Student Visa in France 

The first step to living and studying in France is getting student visa from the French consulate closest 
to where you live. Once you have this, you are legally entitled to enter and start studying in France. 
Remember though that the most important part of this is applying for your Carte de Séjour once you 
arrive in France. This is your residents permit and will be your legal form of ID (along with your 
passport in France). 

6.1 Types of Visas 

Depending on how long you plan on staying in France, there are three different types of visas.  

a) BA Schengen visa , multiple entries, for a stay up to 3 months: you should use the short stay 
visa application form available from the French consulate’s website. You will not need to 
apply for a Carte de Séjour. 

b) The temporary long stay visa (from 3 to 6 months), multiple entries, is valid for the whole 
stay. You will not need to apply for a Carte de Séjour. You should use the long term visa 
application form available from the consulate website. 

c) One year-visa (stay over 6 months): this is valid for 3 months as after you arrive in France you 
must complete the proper documentation with the French school or university, have to go 
for a medical check-up to a doctor from the Office des Migrations Internationales. Then you 
should contact the "Prefecture de police" in order to obtain your Carte de Séjour. Use the 
long stay visa form available on the consulate website for this visa application. 

6.2 Requirements for a student visa:  

- Passport signed and valid for a period of three months beyond the applicant's last day of stay in 
France.  
-The visa application forms signed and legibly filled out (consult your consulate for the number of 
copies received, and do note that you cannot make a copy of your application. Each application 
received must be filled out individually). Indicate your phone numbers and e-mail. Indicate the dates 
of stay.  
-A passport size photograph glued on each form. (Always have extra photos on hand just in case).  
-Birth Certificate, you will need the long form (it will have both of your parents name on it), so you 
might as well order it now. 
-Prepaid self-addressed envelope if you apply by mail. Only Express mail, Priority mail, certified mail 
(a registered mail) will be accepted, if not the personal appearance will be required. Note that the 
personal appearance is the basic rule. (Assume you will need to make a personal appearance!)  
-"Student" visa fee: payment by credit card (Visa, MasterCard) (especially for files sent by mail) or 
money-order made out to "Consulate general of France" or certified checks. Cash is accepted only if 
you apply in person. Do not assume you can pay by check.  

6.3 You will need to show the original and one copy of:  

-A proof of studies in your home country (letter from the school or university).  
-A letter of admission from the school where you plan on attending in France.  
-Financial guarantee such as a notarized statement certifying that the applicant will be provided with 
a monthly allowance of $600.00 for the duration of his/her stay in France, or a proof of personal 
income along with a letter from school stating that room, board, and tuition are fully prepaid (+ 1 



15 
 

copy). If you are going to be living with someone for free in France you will need a  letter attesting 
that the lodging will be free of charges, and a copy of his/her pictured passport, an allowance of 
$400.00 will be accepted. (Be sure to check on these money minimums, as they can change)  
-Proof of medical insurance. For a stay up to 6 months, you should present a letter from an insurance 
company stating that the coverage is valid in France. If you stay longer the 6 months, you will 
generally get French Social Security coverage but it is still good to have to preliminary insurance valid 
for one year. 
-If you will be under 18 at the date of arrival or within three months of arrival in France, you should 
have a notarized parental authorization, signed by both parents and indicating the name and 
occupation of the person appointed as guardian of the minor for the duration of the stay. 

 
6.4 Once you’ve arrived in France - If staying longer the 6 months 

Once you’ve arrived in France, you must apply straight away for your French residence permit.  
 
First you have to complete the form titled "Demande d'attestation OFII" that you were given with 
your visa, by filling in your date of arrival in France, address, telephone number(s) and the full 
number of your French visa, so that the "OFII" may contact you for a medical examination and/or an 
introductory meeting (Visite d'accueil),and/or for the validation of your visa. Then you must send this 
form by post, as soon as you arrive in France, to the relevant office  « Direction Territoriale de 
l'Office Français de l'Immigration et de l'Intégration (OFII)" in your area of residence in France. 
 
Be sure when sending the « attestation OFII » that you also send photocopies of your passport, the 
page where your passport was stamped upon entry, your visa. Don’t panic if you don’t recieve an 
actual stamp coming into France if you have transited though another country such as the UK or 
Germany, that stamp will count as your entry into France. 
 
The OFII will then either phone or mail you a letter with the details of your first meeting with them in 
France. There they will book you in for a medical check and mandatory “life in France” meetings. 
Sometimes, they will assess your level of French and sign you up for a mandatory amount of French 
lessons (always free, generally to work around your schedule). The certificate of completion of the 
medical check, life in France meeting and eventually your French lessons (if required), will be not 
only essential to getting your first permit, but in the event that you decide you would like to stay 
longer than a year and plan on renewing your permit. 
 
To this meeting you must bring all of the following:  
-The letter you received from them indicating time and date of your OFII meeting; 
-All of the document that you took with you to the consulate originally (including your translated 
long form birth certificate, school registration document etc); 
-2 proofs of address in France (electricity bill, rental agreement, phone bill, internet bill); 
-Your passport 
-1 ID photo (taken in France, subject to French norms) 
-Timbre Fiscal OFII, (the amount changes all of the time, if it is not written on your letter, let us know 
and we’ll tell you what to buy). The timbre fiscal is something that looks like a postage stamp but is 
worth money. It can be purchased at most Tabacs and Tresor Publiques. 
 
MAA Tip: In France Birth Certificates are disposable so sometimes the person at the prefecture will   
try to take yours, we always photocopy ours in colour and the translation in colour and give them 
these instead 
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6.5 FAQ’s 
 
How long can I stay in France? Generally only for the length of your studies. Your carte de séjour 

expiration date will be written on the actual card. You generally will have up to 2 months after your 

studies have finished. 

Can my Carte de Séjour be extended? Absolutely. If you enroll in more studies and can prove it, they 

will renew your carte de séjour. 

Can I work? Yes, your student carte de séjour will authorize you to work up to 20 hours per week 

whilst studying. 

Once I’m Done my studies in France, can I legally stay there? No. French laws have become quite 

strict and unless you have studied in one of 14 very specific disciplines (for a list contact us), you will 

not be allowed to switch your status from Student to Working.  
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7.0 Family of EU Member Country, Titre de Sejour Membre de 
Famille UE 
 
As the spouse of family member of a European, you don’t need to get a visa from the consulate in 
your home country first. You are allowed to travel freely as long as you are accompanied by the 
European spouse or relative. 
 
However, if planning on staying in France, you must apply to the Prefecture for a carte de séjour 
within your first three months of arriving. It is important to note that as the spouse of a European, 
the onus is on them to prove that they can support you both in terms of social security and health 
care, but also financially. Though this can seem slightly complicated and even a bit archaic at times, it 
is the way that it works in France and unfortunately they rarely, if ever, will make exceptions. 
 
If the documents of the European are not strong enough, they prefecture will authorize a carte de 
séjour for you valid for one year. During the year, the goal is to strengthen the paperwork for the 
European and then they will give you either a 5 year card or a 10 year card straight away. In all 
instances, the card Membre de Famille UE entitles you to work, study or even start your own 
business in France. Top tip: Make sure that both you and your spouse or family present is present at 
the prefecture when you go to make your request. 
 

7.1 Documents needed are as follows: 
  
You (original and photocopy of each, remember do not use staples!) 
 
-4 ID photos 
-Passport 
-Photocopy of each page in your passport with a stamp or writing in it 
-Your long form birth certificate, translated into French by a registered translator 
-Marriage certificate (if married to a European), translated into French by a registered translator 
-Livret de Famille (if married in France) 
-Apartment contract if renting 
-2 utility bills in your name (internet and phone are ok), less than three months old 
-Avis d’Impot in both of your names (for renual) 
 
Your Spouse 
 
-European Passport 
- Long form birth certificate, translated into French by a registered translator 
-Work contract 
-Last three pay slips 
-Attestation des Droits from the CPAM or RSI if self employed with both of your names on it 
 

7.2 We also suggest having the following: 
 
-Bank account in both of your names 
- A Mutuelle (private and complementary health insurance) 
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8.0 Family of French National Titre de Séjour Vie Privée et Familiale 
 
As the spouse of a French national, you don’t need to get a visa from the consulate in your home 
country first. You are allowed to travel freely as long as you are accompanied by your spouse. 
 
However, if planning on staying in France, you must apply to the Prefecture for a carte de séjour 
within your first three months of arriving. It is important to note that as the spouse of a French 
national, the onus is on them to prove that they can support you both in terms of social security and 
health care, but also financially. Though this can seem slightly complicated and even a bit archaic at 
times, it is the way that it works in France and unfortunately they rarely, if ever, will make 
exceptions.  
 

8.1 Documents needed are as follows: 
  
You (original and photocopy of each, remember do not use staples!) 
 
-3 ID photos 
-Passport 
-Photocopy of each page in your passport with a stamp or writing in it 
-Your long form birth certificate, translated into French by a registered translator 
-Marriage certificate, translated into French by a registered translator 
-Livret de Famille (if married in France) 
-Birth certificates for an and all children, translated into French by a registered translator 
-Apartment contract if renting 
-2 utility bills in your name (internet and phone are ok), less than three months old 
-Taxe d’Habitation in both of your names 
 
Your Spouse 
 
-French Carte d’Identité 
- Long form birth certificate 
-Work contract 
-Last three payslips 
-Attestation des Droits from the CPAM or RSI if self employed with both of your names on it 
-Avis d’Impot in both of your names 
 

8.2 We also suggest having the following: 
 
-Bank account in both of your names 
- A Mutuelle (private and complementary health insurance) in both of your names 
 

8.3 Upon your arrival in France:  
Once you’ve arrived in France, you must apply straight away for your French residence permit.  
 
First you have to complete the form titled "Demande d'attestation OFII" that you were given with 
your visa, by filling in your date of arrival in France, address, telephone number(s) and the full 
number of your French visa, so that the "OFII" may contact you for a medical examination and/or an 
introductory meeting (Visite d'accueil),and/or for the validation of your visa. Then you must send this 
form by post, as soon as you arrive in France, to the relevant office  « Direction Territoriale de 
l'Office Français de l'Immigration et de l'Intégration (OFII)" in your area of residence in France. 
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Be sure when sending the « attestation OFII » that you also send photocopies of your passport, the 
page where your passport was stamped upon entry, your visa. Don’t panic if you don’t recieve an 
actual stamp coming into France if you have transited though another country such as the UK or 
Germany, that stamp will count as your entry into France. 
 
The OFII will then either phone or mail you a letter with the details of your first meeting with them in 
France. There they will book you in for a medical check and mandatory “life in France” meetings. 
Sometimes, they will assess your level of French and sign you up for a mandatory amount of French 
lessons (always free, generally to work around your schedule). The certificate of completion of the 
medical check, life in France meeting and eventually your French lessons (if required), will be not 
only essential to getting your first permit, but in the event that you decide you would like to stay 
longer than a year and plan on renewing your permit. 
 
To this meeting you must bring all of the following:  
-The letter you received from them indicating time and date of your OFII meeting; 
-All of the document that you took with you to the consulate originally (including your translated 
long form birth certificate etc); 
-2 proofs of address in France (electricity bill, rental agreement, phone bill, internet bill); 
-Your passport 
-1 ID photo (taken in France, subject to French norms) 
-Timbre Fiscal OFII, (the amount changes all of the time, if it is not written on your letter, let us know 
and we’ll tell you what to buy). The timbre fiscal is something that looks like a postage stamp but is 
worth money. It can be purchased at most Tabacs and Tresor Publiques. 
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9.0 Top Tips 
 

1) We’ve already mentioned it a couple of times but we’ll mention it again, NEVER STAPLE 
ANYTHING together in your dossier. It angers prefecture workers and as foreigners asking for 
resident permits in France, we need all the help we can get. 
 

2) Never colour photocopy your passport, only black and white. It is actually illegal in France to 
have a colour photocopy of your passport. 

 
3) Smile and be pleasant. In all of our experience at the prefecture, genuinely a smile really 

makes all of the difference in the world. 
 

4) Put all of the documents together in the order of the list that you are using above. Have the 
original neatly followed by one photocopy of each. 

 
5) If you go to your first meeting at the prefecture for either a request for a carte de séjour or a 

renewal and you are missing something, don’t panic. They aren’t going to make you board 
the next flight. Generally, they will give you an extension on your initial visa of 3 months to 
get the missing documents together. 

 
6) Make sure you check with the prefecture how much in advance you need to go for your 

meeting. In some departments they tell you to go exactly one month before your visa or titre 
de séjour expires and in some they say two. 

 
7) If ever you lost your carte de séjour or move addresses, you must go to the prefecture and 

notify them immediately. 
 

8) Breath and relax. It won’t be as bad as you think, but we understand your nerves, we’ve been 
there.   

 
9) Don’t be afraid to ask us for help. Like we explained at the outset, we can give you one on 

one advice, check over your dossier and even go to the prefecture with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


